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<Intention of Monthly Rwanda>

About three years and a half have passed since my arrival in Rwanda. In this volume, I would like to briefly explain my intention
of writing this report.

One day, at a meeting with development partners, one Rwandan medical doctor made a cynical comment, ‘All donor funds go to
HIV, malaria, and other severe tropical diseases, but we see rare support against diarrhea, flue, and other common diseases as if
we African do not suffer from such diseases’. This is a striking message, and I agree with it. Many foreigners coming to help
Africa tend to think Africa is special and we have to offer special care, which is something different from ours. However, we
must not forget that the majority here is enjoying normal life like we enjoy in developed countries.

Of course, there are some differences. For example, Rwanda is special to have experienced severe genocide in 1994 and before,
and the international community then ignored their messages to rescue Rwanda. I don’t say this point is not important. Many
people are still suffering and continuous foreign support to cure the mental and physical damages is needed.

But as the medical doctor said, I also sense that donor suppott is too focused on an aftermath of the genocide, and is based on
misleading notion that Rwanda (and Africa) is something different and special. 1 believe that we should be more balanced. For
example, 16 years have passed since the genocide. When we retrospect the history of Japan, I don’t think the majority was only
looking back the World War II in 1961, and it would have been very strange that foreign aid at that time was only focusing on
damage recovery from the war. If I understand correctly, Japan in those days was experiencing commencement of significant
economic development, and the aid from the World Bank was injected later to construction of the bullet train (Shinkansen), for
instance. Therefore, in this monthly report, I would like to introduce stories of Rwanda from a different angle, where people can
think about the future sustainable development of this country in a positive manner.

Another point of sharing this report is to help the young generation in Japan be more forward-looking. I see a general tendency
in Japan that young people are very much suffocated by facing very difficult social issues in Japan and that they are losing
confidence in the bright future. Of course, if we are narrow-minded, it is true that Japan is struggling a lot socially, economically,
and politically, and finding the panacea is impossible.

Nevertheless, thanks to our historical efforts, we still have a lot to offer as a global village member, and we can play a lot of
positive roles in the playground. By telling stories that we are really enjoying our expetiences in Rwanda, I would like to deliver a
message to the readers (especially to young readers) that broadening your scope would help you get out of your current deadlock.

Lastly, another intention is to diffuse live information about Rwanda and Africa. I strongly believe that it is suicidal to ignore
what are happening in the world in this era. Now, everything is connected and interwoven. To set up your antenna to as many
directions as possible is a foundation of our survival. In this context, it is quite shocking to note that the media in Japan is very
weak to collect wotld news (e.g. Asahi Shinbun (http://www.asahi.com/) does not have a wotld news section at its front page).
This means that both the media and readers in Japan have limited interests and knowledge on events in the world, which must be
corrected urgently. I am glad if this report could evoke your interests in what are happening at the opposite side of the globe.

<Two short stories>
1) Barber in Rwanda

I was scared to go to a batrber in Rwanda (one Rwandan colleague got head skin infection through a
razor at a local barber), so 1 was always dealing with my long hair by having it cut with my electric razor

that was brought from Japan. But as it is too hard to cut the hair at the back of the head propetly, I have
finally made a decision to go to a local barber recently.

It turned out that the barber was quite fine. The skills might be slightly lesser than in Japan, but there was
nothing to worry about. In fact, my Rwandan colleague who suftered from the infection went to a very
dirty barber where even many Rwandans do not go.

When I was studying in Canada, the barber I visited consisted of three hair dressers: one refugee from
Iraq, one refugee from Iran, and one refugee from Kosovo. And they cut my hair very well just g using
exactly the same scissors I used at an art class during my elementary school days (true storyl). So, the  Recent climate

surprise was much more limited in Rwanda. change workshop in
NN tract Kigali where
) New contrac | functioned as MC

I have obtained a new short-term contract to continuously work in Rwanda. UDNP Regional Office in g mzm 25451
Dakar, Senegal had a chance to monitor activities in Rwanda, saw my situation, found it miserable, and  gir%41 BNt
gave me a support. The official mission is to work on climate change adaptation in Rwanda, but I can  grmpas -
also wotk on solid waste management, asbestos eradication, car air pollution, and other environmental

issues necessary to be dealt with. But this contract lasts only until the end of this year. I still have to

netgotiate continuously with UNDP Rwanda to obtain a position to work for solid waste management for

a few years until completion of the project.
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Gishwati area where deforestation, soil erosion, and landslide risks

Facility at a cement factory in

Rwanda where removed

| asbestos cement roofs could be
incinerated properly
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