Monthly Rwanda  wmmes e |
Reported by Toshikazu MITO @R(V\crlg;da)

E-mail: mitotoshi@gmail.com

<What’s the Big Idea? >

Shota becomes one and a half year old in June. As he is still too young, I am not very much seriously concerned about his
education. But in order to have him an opportunity to hear fine English and in case we cannot find time to take care of him fully,
we have subscribed for the cheapest package of satellite TV programs available here (9,600Rwf (about US$14) per month). In the
package, one is a kids channel broadcasting programs for children for the whole day.

One day, I realized there was one very short (perhaps for five minutes or less) animation program in the channel. The animation
was rather simple and looked like targeting very young children. However, I was very surprised (and even shocked) at what the
main character was talking about. They were, for example:

- Don’t elephants fly? Why are we sure that the elephants won’t fly when we don’t see them at night? When we think about
living creatures that can fly, they are light and have wings. Therefore, we can conclude that elephants do not fly (unless they
are tagged with big balloons!).

- How can we decide something as right or wrong? For example, imagine the case that we are running 100m hurdles and one
friend competitor falls over the hurdle. He has a severe pain and is asking my help. At the same time, I am now a top runner
and can obtain the first prize if I continue to run. Should I come back to the friend or keep running? Which decision is right
and which decision is wrong?

- We have freedom to choose our decisions. But some decisions might make other people uncomfortable. Thus, we have to
make our decisions without causing harm to others. However, something comfortable to some people is not always
comfortable to others (e.g. the main character is enjoying dancing music but his mom dislikes it and turns off the music
player). How should we make decisions then?

Those topics are illustrated with cute animation and mainly by a monologue of the main character, who looks like a 4-ot-5-year
old kid.

For a long time, I was thinking that the weakest point of Japanese society is lack of logical and constructive mindsets of people
with the background of the social science (including myself), and our communication skills especially in a global context. We
enjoy high standards of technologies and are generally good at the natural science, but many people are rather awkward about
discussing social issues with others in a constructive manner and finding solutions through the process. As we have entered into
the era of many uncertainties, creativity is a key skill for our survival, and the above constructive mindsets and communication
ability are the base of this creativity. However, I have only thought about necessity to train this kind of skill to high school
students or university students in Japan, and never thought about to very young children. The program’s animation is very
childish, but each themes might be very hard to discuss even for current university students in Japan (as they are not well trained
in this regard).

When I watched the program for the first time, I guessed the program was made in a Scandinavian country. But through the web
search, I found that the program was produced by BBC in UK. The program is entitled, ‘What’s the Big Idea?” Here is an
excerpt from the BBC website:

‘What’s the Big Idea?’ is... first ever Philosophy show for pre-schoolers. The programme takes children on a journey of
philosophical enquiry with Hugo, its central character. Each episode begins with Hugo asking a ‘big” question such as; ‘What is
the difference between thinking and dreaming?’, ‘Can it ever be good to be angry?” and “Why do people feel sad?’.

(Source: http:/ /www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/grownups/shows/whats-the-big-idea)

When I was a little child, of course there were many educational programs in Japan targeting little kids. However, they were
usually about singing funny songs, dancing, or making simple handicrafts. At best, it was about ethical storytelling. There was no
encouragement of spontancous critical and logical thinking,

Do we have a similar kids program in Japan now? Or, at least is “What’s the Big Idea?’ broadcasted in Japan with Japanese
translation? If not, I am afraid we are many steps behind from the global trend of education.

By the way, the program contents are of course too difficult for Shota to understand at this moment!

AL WHAT'S THE BIG IDEA? >

Jealousy

How do you know if you're getiing jealous?
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Shota: trying a stone shot-putting
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The peace marathon has become a regular annual event in Kigali.
So far, the prize money is always received by Kenyan runners
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